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Dear Members,

The year of 2023 started with the gradual calming down of the COVID saga. After 

enduring over 3 years of anti-pandemic restrictions, we cannot wait to meet each other 

face-to-face in a physical mask-off setting.  2023 started with an architectural hiking tour 

to Lantau Mountain Camps, followed by the Spring Reception cum housewarming party 

of the recently renovated HKIA premises, and meeting with Government officials and 

other professional institutes and public on important industry issues, including SOPL, 

KYC Artificial Island and manpower shortage in the rest of 2023. 

RESUMPTION OF HKIA ANNUAL  BALL

The climax was the HKIA Annual Ball cum Annual Award Presentation Ceremony 2023 

held on 8 November, after suspension for 3 years due to Covid. It attracted some 700 

participants, including senior government officials, members, friends from other 

professional institutes, students and other guests. The recipient of 2023 HKIA Gold 

Medal, Ar Donald Liao Poon Huai, as well as the HKIA Annual Awards 2022- 23 winners 

were formally announced under the witness of Guest of Honour Deputy Financial 

Secretary Michael Wong and other guests and members. One Medal of The Year, 10 

HKIA Awards, 3 Presidentôs Special Prizes, as well as many merits, finalists and special 

awards were presented in recognition of the efforts of our members in striving towards 

architectural excellence, not only inside HK, but also in Mainland China and other parts 

of the world like Japan.

A highlight of the Annual Ball was the musical performance under the theme of the HKIA 

Annual Ball 2023 ñArchitectur-ing the Futureò, to capture both our professionôs and our 

cityôs forward-thinking spirit and dynamic culture.  It was composed, performed with 

video effects based on the artistic creation of our fellow architects, a demonstration of 

the other sides of creativity of architects.

The relaxation of the quarantine procedures and cross-border restrictions also enabled 

us to resume our active academic and professional interchanges with our counterparts 

in Mainland and overseas, to strengthen our global connections.

GLOBAL  CONNECTIONS

Connection  with  Mainland

In the first quarter of this year, we have already organized two study tours to visit the 

UABB exhibitions and other architectures in Shenzhen, as well as a visit to the National 
Archives of Publications and Culture in Hangzhou (  Ḭ) . I have also attended a 

roundtable meeting organized by Shenzhen Registered Architects Association in 

Guangzhou, and joined CICôs delegation to the International Intelligent Construction 

Industry Innovation Conference in Chongqing. 

Presidentôs Message
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The momentum was kept the whole year, including a two-day mission to Guangzhou 
Nansha, and a CPD visit to Shanghai Panlong Tiandi ( ה῝ : ᵤ

) in May. I joined the National Day Delegation from the engineering, construction and 

surveying sectors to Beijing in September, the Third Belt and Road Forum for 

International Cooperation held in Beijing, the grand opening for HKIAôs Nanjing 

Exhibition, and meeting with Nanjing University, Southeast University and Hangzhou 
Exploration ̍ Design Industry Association Hangzhou Exchange in October 2023. In 

November, I attended the inauguration ceremony of   ᴧ ᵓ( ט ᵓ) organized 

by Guangzhou Exploration & Design Association ( ◕Ῥ ᷈╔ “ўᴃᵓ), and 

the 2023 Qianhai Global Investment Promotion and Talent Conference organized by the 
Qianhai Authority ( ᵤḚ ộ) and held at Qianhai International Convention Centre on 

8 November 2023. 

On the other hand, we received many official mainland delegations to HK, including 

Nanhai in Foshan, Tianhe in Guangzhou, and attended a few seminars organized by 

Qianhai Authority in Hong Kong, and a promotional seminar by Hainan in first Quarter. In 

the 2nd Quarter, we received more Mainland delegations and participated in more 

seminars and conferences, including an exchange session with Department of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development ( ὺ ). I also attended the Belt and 

Road Global Forum Annual Roundtable organized by HKTDC in September. We signed 

a few MOU with Mainland counterparts in 2023.

International  Connections

Being an important professional institute of an international metropolitan, international 

connections are very important for HKIA, but it was under serious restrictions during the 

Covid period. The Board of External Affairs and Board of Education quickly took full 

advantage of the post Covid period to resume our active international academic and 

professional interchanges.

Canberra  Accord

With Dr Rosman Wai as the first HKIA member elected as the Chair of the Canberra 

Accord in 2021 to 23, the Canberra Accord General Meeting 2023 was held on 15-17 

June in Hong Kong. Altogether 23 delegates from 7 signatory regions came to Hong 

Kong while 8 delegates joined the meeting via Zoom. Tours were arranged for the 

international delegates after the meeting.

UIA Copenhagen  Congress  and Assembly

In July, I led the HKIA delegation to UIA Copenhagen Congress and Assembly, 

consisting of 29 HKIA delegates attended the 9-day event, with 19 papers presented, 15 

membersô works exhibited, 29 seminars/conferences/workshops participated, and 8 site 

visits joined. 
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ARCASIA 20th Asian  Congress  of  Architects  (ACA 20)

Hon Sec Thomas attended in person ARCASIA Committeeôs Roundtable meeting held 

in Kathmandu of Nepal in January and then ARCASIA OB-Committee Chairs meeting in 

Boracay of the Philippines in February.  ARCASIA Fellowship organized an online 

Remembrance event on 19 March to pay tribute to the passing of Ronald Poon (our 

Past President) and Mubasshar Hussain, both Past Chairs of ARCASIA. Past HKIA 

Presidents Anna Kwong and Edward Shen, HKIA members Joseph Kwan and Tony 

Tang shared in the event.

BEdA Chair Sunnie Lau spoke at the ARCASIA Asian Young Architects Webinar Series 

Sustainable Architecture #2 with the theme of ñWonder Woman Architectsô Point of Viewò 

on 20 May. 

In September, I led the HKIA delegation to ARCASIA 20th Asian Congress of Architects 

(ACA 20) held in Manila, consisting of 15 HKIA delegates, with 2 papers presented by 

HKIA members at the Congress. On that occasion, Hon Sec Thomas Cheung was 

elected as the ARCASIA Zone C Vice President 2024-25.  

59th Venice  Biennale  

The 59th Venice Biennale was held in 2022, and the opening of the Venice ï Hong Kong 

Exhibitions (theme: Transformative Hong Kong, The Laboratory of the Future) took place 

on 19 May 2023. The Guests of Honour were Kenneth Fok, Chairman of HK Arts 

Development Council, and Victor Tsang, Head of CreateHK. The exhibition lasted until 

November.

Mutual  recognition  of  academic  qualifications  with  ARBUK  

The discussion with the Architects Registration Board of United Kingdom (ARBUK) on 

potential bilateral recognition of academic qualifications since RIBA left Commonwealth 

Architects Association in 2021 is near the end. Most of the issues have been resolved, 

and hopefully a MOU would be signed in 2024. Meanwhile, the transitional arrangement 

of recognizing UK architectural programmes for Hong Kong students has been 

extended. 

HKIA Roving  Architecture  Exhibitions  (RAX)

With the funding support of CreateHK, we organized a Kuala Lumpur ï Nanjing 

Exhibitions Roving Architecture Exhibitions this year, with the theme of ñHarmony in 

Diversity ï Connecting the Metropolis by In-Betweensò in July and October respectively.  

The response exhibition in Hong Kong will be held in the first quarter of next year.
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ISSUES OF CONCERNS

Specific  task  forces

Owing to the importance of some major issues, we have established specific task forces 

under the Board of Practices and Board of Local Affairs to tackle the Northern Metropolis 

development, the Kau Yi Chau Artificial Islands development, Carbon Neutrality, 

Streamlining of Government Procedures, Design for Safety, Unfair Contract Terms, 

Security of Payment Legislation, and Fee Diving. These are all critical issues affecting 

our practices and the architecture profession. The task forces consolidated views from 

members, discuss with relevant authorities and prepare submissions to the Government 

and reported in other sessions of this report.

Manpower  Shortage

While we have over 4000 professional members, and the number is increasing steadily 

with over 190 new members passing the Professional Assessment in 2023, acute 

shortage of Architects is projected by CIC in view of the upcoming major infrastructure 

and housing projects in Hong Kong. 

In our submission to the Financial Secretary on the government budget and many other 

occasions, we pointed out the need to streamline Government procedures to release the 

productivity of architects in Hong Kong, resolving the fee-diving problem to create a 

healthy ecosystem, as well as improving the liveability of HK through good architectural 

and urban design so as to attract architects, especially the younger ones, to remain in 

the profession and stay in Hong Kong. It is also necessary to expand Government 

subsidized professional architectural programmes to nurture more young talents. 

While HKIA has already validated 4 architectural master degree programmes in Hong 

Kong, we have issued a supporting letter to CityU on the setting up of a new Master of 

Architecture programme. Hopefully, we will have one more local MArch programme, 

providing more opportunities to passionate youths in Hong Kong.

Streamlining  of  Government  Procedures

We have established a special task force consisting of over 10 experienced APs, to look 

into the problems of streamlining Government procedures. After months of hard work, 

we submitted a detailed proposal to the Development Bureau (DEVB) in April, which 

contains 8 pages of solid suggestions on streamlining statutory approval procedures, 

and a meeting with DEVB and the Fire Services Department to exchange on potential 

areas for simplification was arranged on 28 August 2023. 
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Measures  for  Resolving  Fee-Diving

HKIA has warned the Government over the years the detrimental effects of fee-diving to 

the healthy development of our professional environment, which is highly unfavourable 

to attract talent, especially young architects, to come and stay in Hong Kong and in the 

profession. A detailed and solid proposal on resolving fee-diving was submitted to the 

Government on 3 July 2023. A meeting to discuss the subject with the DEVB was 

arranged on 31 July 2023.

We are glad that the Government adopted some improvement measures on 

procurement of architectural consultancy last year. HKIA will further liaise with DEVB on 

this issue in 2024. 

Security  of  Payment  Legislation  (SOPL)

We also expressed our grave concerns on the adverse effects of SOPL to our 

professionalism and submitted a joint letter with other professional institutes (HKIA, AAP, 

ACQS and AREC to DEVB) to DEVB on 27 July. Unfortunately, in Governmentôs reply 

on 7 August, none of our proposals was adopted, except for the promise of exploring the 

policy framework on direct engagement of sub-consultants.

We made a submission to DEVB again on 22 November, and the Development Panel of 

LegCo on 28 November respectively to explain our concerns.

Design  for  Safety  Legislation

As to the upcoming Design for Safety legislations and other regulatory issues that might 

affects our members and the industry, we have tried our very best to make use of 

various opportunities to reflect our membersô views to the responsible authorities, either 

proactively approaching government officials or taking advantage of external events.

Buildings  Department  Public  Seminar  on Illegal  Alteration

I and Adrian Lo served as speakers in a 11 July public seminar organized by BD on 

educating the public on prevention of illegal alteration, and the need for engagement of 

architects and authorised persons on alteration works. Hon Treasurer Allen POON also 

participated in the production of a related video in August. 
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Housing  Bureauôs Briefing  on Private  Subsidized  Sale Flat  Pilot  Scheme  ( ὺạ)

On 13 July 2023, HKIA attended a briefing organized by Housing Bureau on Private 

Subsidized Sale Flat Pilot Scheme which HKIA supports. 

Northern  Metropolis  

A joint institute two-day forum and workshop on Northern Metropolis was organized on 

24-25 June, with speakers from HKIA, HKIE, HKIS, HKIP, HKILA, HKICON, The 

Conservancy Association, Liber Research Community and WWF. Some 50+ people 

joined the workshop in person and over 200 online. HKIA also attended many DEVB 

public engagement sessions in 2023. Other than submission of HKIAôs Views to 

Government in August. A Joint Institute Statement on San Tin Technopole by HKIA 

together with HKICON, HKIE, HKIS, HKILA, HKIP and HKIUD was released to the 

media at a joint press conference organized by HKIA at our premises on 9 August. 

After the issue of Policy Address in November, we organized the Future City Vision - 

Northern Metropolis Forum 2.0 on 18 & 25 November 2023 at HKIA Premises again, 

recording 140 participants in person and 170 by Zoom. Report on the Forum was also 

submitted to Government.

2023 Policy  Address  ï Public  Engagement

On behalf of HKIA and in other capacities, I myself, the Vice Presidents and other 

Council Members attended many policy address public engagement sessions to reflect 

membersô views. A Membersô Forum on Policy Address was held on 29 August to collect 

membersô views on the subject. Consolidating ideas and suggestions from our Boards 

and Committees as well as views gathered at the Forum, our suggestions on the Policy 

Address was submitted to the Government on 30 August. 

We issued the HKIA Response to Policy Address 2023 on 3 November 2023. While the 

Policy Address responded to some of our recommendations contained in our August 

submission, we further shared our views on some important issues. 
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Voice  of  Members

The 2023-24 Council continues the previous Councilôs arrangement of engaging 

registered practices via breakfast meetings. Views collected would be reflected to senior 

Government Officials at external events and private meetings so as to get our membersô 

voice heard. 

To better collect membersô views and understand their needs, launched a structured and 

revamped member survey questionnaire. The response rate was very good, and the 

result is being analysed, which would be shared with members and used to back up our 

views to Government on issues that affect our professional environment. 

On 13 April, HKIA Council and some Task Force Chairs hosted a media lunch with over 

10 media to kick start our outreach to the media. HKIA's views on KYCAI, Northern 

Metropolis, acute manpower shortage, amendments to harbour protection ordinance, 

URA Yaumatei Mongkok study and a few other major issues were presented to the 

press, which were subsequently reported on TV news channels and newspapers.

The newly formed Media & Communication Committee is tasked with strengthening 

HKIAôs presence in social media (Facebook and Instagram), enhancing our website, and 

better projecting the HKIA brand in the public eyes. 

Promoting  Architectural  Excellence

HKIA Gold  Medal  2023 & Young  Architect  Awards  2022

The HKIA Gold Medal 2022 is the most prestigious HKIA honour to recognize the life-

time achievement of members who have made consistent, profound and distinguished 

contributions to Hong Kongôs architecture, while the Young Architect Awards 2022 aims 

to honour and acknowledge the talents and contribution of up-coming young HKIA 

members (aged 35 or below). The recipients were announced at the Annual Dinner in 

November.  

  

HKIA Annual  Awards  2022-23

After a full review to embrace recent trends and expanding agenda of architecture and 

to provide a more honourable and fairer judging system for participants, more categories 

have been added to the HKIA Annual Awards 2022-23, resulting in more awards given to 

recognize the diversified achievements of members.  

I chaired the Jury Panel of HKIA Annual Award 2022-23, and the Jury adjudication was 

held in September 2023. The results were announced at HKIA Annual Ball 2023 held on 

8 November. There were 1 Medal of the Year, 11 HKIA Awards, 17 Merits, 3 Presidentôs 

Special Prizes, 12 Special Awards and 20 Finalists. 
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SUCCESSION OF HKIA

One of the most encouraging events in 2023 was the New Members Certificate 

Presentation Ceremony on 15 July 2023, with the participation of our 149 new members 

and more than 250 family members. We saw a bright future of HKIA from the cheerful 

new faces!

We encourage our young members to join our committee, including Sports Teams and 

Music Group. Actually, a number of our major events are led by young members, such 

as the publication of our Journal, Annual Awards and Annual Dinner, not to mention the 

Young Architect Award. They are also encouraged to participate in the policy advisory 

process, e.g. joining the Governmentôs briefing session on Kau Yi Chau Artificial Islands 

(KYCAI) proposal. Activities were also arranged to engage HK students studying 

architecture in Mainland, so that they could be well-prepared for becoming professional 

architects in HK after graduation.

Architects work hard and play hard. HKIA sports teams have remarkable performance in 

the inter-institute matches. One example is our Volleyball Team. They have won the 

Male Champion and the Female First Runner-up of the RSCP Volleyball Tournament 

2023 in December! We are proud of them!

      Benny  CHAN Chak Bun  FHKIA, R.A.

      President (2023-2024)

      The Hong Kong Institute of Architects
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Update  on Security  of  Payment  Legislation  (SOPL) Bill

DEVB proposed a two-stage implementation of SOPL, with binding adjudicator 

decisions. HKIA raised concerns and consulted members before responding. A formal 

taskforce meeting was scheduled for late Mar 2023. Concerns about the draft Bill 

amendments were deliberated at the taskforce meeting.

A joint letter from AAP, ACQS, AREC, and HKIA was submitted to DEVB, stating that 

support for the Bill depends on addressing these concerns. The joint letter reiterating 

concerns was submitted on 24 Apr 2023, maintaining that support for the draft Bill is 

conditional. HKIA submitted another letter on 27 Jul 2023 indicating the Institute cannot 

support the Adjusted Proposal.

A second joint letter expressing concerns was submitted to DEVB on 27 Jul 2023. 

DEVB's August reiterated their previous response. HKIA engaged a legal consultant 

Mayer Brown to address the adjudication scope and prerequisites, the revised letter was 

sent to the SDEV on 22 Nov 2023.

Communication  Meeting  with  DEVB, ArchSD  and AAP

The 36th Communication Meeting with DEVB, ArchSD and AAP was held on 8 Dec 

2022. President Ar. Benny CHAN, VP Ar. Bryant, VP Ar. Julia LAU, HS Ar. Thomas 

CHEUNG, BP Chair Ar. Albert CHAN attended the Meeting.

Small  Practice  Committee  

The new Committee supports professional and business development, growth for the 

members of Registered Practices in ArchSDôs Band 3 List, and of small-scale 

Registered Practices of not more than 20 nos. total staff. 

The committee aims to support their professional development, elevate awareness of 

their works, and to celebrate their contributions to the built environment and to promote 

our Registered Practices to cope with the emerging needs for ñnon-traditionalò 

professional services in the market, such as community engagement, exhibition 

curation, architectural research, etc.

Honorary Secretaryôs Report

Board of Practices (BP)
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BD Workshop  on Buildings  Department's  GBP Calculators

The workshop took place on 21 Dec 2023 with an attendance of 36 members in person 

and 167 members via Zooms.

Exchange  Session  with  BD

BD organised an Exchange Workshop with young architects on 25 Aug 2023, with 

project demonstration and group discussion. 14 of the 35 representatives are from the 

RPs.

Engagement  with  Band  1, Band  2 and Band  3 Registered  Practices(RPs)

To improve communication between architectural consultants and the institute, as well 

as gathering their feedback on recent government proposals and the challenges they 

face, breakfast meetings with Band 1 and Bands 2 & 3 RPs were held on 20 Mar, 24 

Apr, 11 Sep and 16 Oct 2023 respectively.
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Organization Working Body Capacity Nominee Term of Office

Construction Industry 

Council (CIC)

Construction Workers 

Review Board
Member Ar. SO Ching

1 Feb 2024 ï 

31 Jan 2027

CIC 

Taskforce on Manpower 

Forecast Model Updating 

and Enhancement Study

Member Ar. Andy LEUNG
1 Jun 2023 ï

30 Jun 2025

Development Bureau
Common Spatial Data 

Advisory Committee
Member Ar. Aaron CHAN

1 Oct 2023 ï 

30 Sep 2026

Hong Kong International 

Arbitration Centre

Appointment Advisory 

Board
Member Ar. Warren SUEN

11 Jun 2023 ï

10 Jun 2026

JMHO
Joint Mediation Helpline 

Office
Member Ar. Arthur TONG

1 Dec 2022 ï

31 Dec 2023

OSHC

Construction Industry 

Safety and Health 

Committee

Member Ar. Warren SUEN
1 Apr 2023 ï

31 Mar 2027 

VTC

Building and Civil 

Engineering Training 

Board

Member Ar. YU Wai Wai
1 Apr 2023 ï

31 Mar 2025 

Nominations to External Organization
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HKIA BIM Pro and BIM Co Accreditation Programme

(as of 31 Dec 2023)

The list of approved applicants was uploaded onto the HKIA website: 

https://www.hkia.net/en/whats-on/3/information/detail/6

Streamlining processing has been taking place for BIM Co (HKIA) and BIM Co with CIC 

Certified BIM Coordinators (CCBC) since 1 Jan 2022.

HKIA BIM Pro Full  Training  Programme

HKIA BIM Pro Full Training Programme (PBT24-001) is on the Construction Innovation 

& Technology Fund (CITF) Pre-approved List and CIC-Accredited BIM Manager 

Courses Register List. The 1st round of the programme took place in Jan and Feb 2024.

BIM Pro applications BIM Co applications

Received 153 87

Completed 140 53

Under review by the 

assessment panel
5 15

On waiting list 8 19
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CPD Events

CPD Visit  to  CIC Digital  Twin  Hub

The event took place on 3 Nov 2023 with attendance of 12 members.
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Expert  Witness  Seminar  Series

The Expert Witness Seminar Series was held on 11, 13, 15, 18, 20 December 2025 with 

an attendance of 51 members.
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HKIA Directory of Architectural Practices 2023

Printed copies of the Directory were available for collection at HKIA Premises from 13 

Dec 2023. Each RP can collect a free copy, while 100 free copies were reserved for 

Members and Fellows on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Group  Subscription  to the International  Standards  Online  Library  Service

4 RPs joined the group subscription at a discounted rate.

Joint Dispute Resolution Committee (JDRC)

HKIA has been providing secretarial services for the JDRC since 2022. 9 arbitration 

cases and 3 mediation cases were being handled in 2023.
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Continuing  Professional  Development  (CPD)

CPD Events

Over 56 CPD events were successfully held throughout the year for the advancement of 

professional knowledge of HKIA members. 

List of CPD Events:

Honorary Secretaryôs Report

Board of Educational Affairs (BEdA)

16 January

Seminar: Occupation Permit & 

Certificate of Compliance for 

New Works 2023

31 January

Webinar: Understanding Projects 

for Health Services in Hong Kong 

Series 1: New Smart Hospitals to 

meet Health Care Demand in the 

21st Century

8 February
Seminar: Smart and Intelligent 

Design of Green Building

21 February

Seminar: How Innovative Glazing 

can help achieve Carbon 

Neutrality

19 April
Seminar: Construction Mediation 

Workshop and Demonstration 

28 April

Seminar: Understanding Projects 

for Health Services in Hong Kong 

Series 2: Good Facility 

Management for Hospitals

13 May Site Visit: Airside at Kai Tak

29 May

Seminar: Integrity Capacity 

Building Workshop ï Integrity 

Charter 2.0: Start a New Chapter 

of Integrity

24 June Site Visit: Kai Tak Sports Park

The Hong Kong Institute of Architects ï Annual Report 2023
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CPD Research  Fund

7 applications for the CPD Research Fund were received.    

                                                                                                                             

A Research Fund Vetting Committee consisting of LAU Sing Yeung Sunnie, and WONG 

Po Lung John were appointed by the BEdA to vet the submissions.

With endorsement by the Council, the following applications were granted the CPD 
Research Fund 2023:

Ǔ Applicant: Ar. MA Chang Ling

    Research topic: Pixelated Histories: Revealing the Hidden Stories from Islands in

   Hong Kong
 

Ǔ Applicant: Ar. CHAN Ming Tat Cyrus

    Research topic: Playspace Design Framework under Dense Urban Condition in
    Hong Kong

Each of the awarded applications will receive HK$50,000 with 50% funding granted 

upon successful application and the other 50% funding granted upon completion of 

research and final approval by BEdA.  Awardees were required to complete the 

research within 12 months, unless with prior approval by BEdA.
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Education Development and Accreditation

Canberra Accord

HKIA has became a full signatory of Canberra Accord (CA) in 2018, Academic 

Qualification Review (AQR) was established to provide a simpler route to allow 

graduates from architectural programmes accredited by Canberra Accord signatories to 

apply for Professional Assessment. Since 2023 October, candidates who have obtained 

academic qualifications recognized by Canberra Accord are no longer required to go 

through AQR, can may register for Professional Assessment directly without the need 

for additional assessment.

Canberra Accord Interim Meeting 2023

As an obligation of a full signatory, HKIA hosted the Canberra Accord General Meeting 

from 15 to 16 June 2023 at the West Kowloon Xiqu Centre. The meeting was attended 

by 23 in-person representatives from Canberra Accord signatory organisations, along 

with 8 participants who joined online.
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The delegates from Hong Kong (from left to right): 

- Ar. SO Ching, ARB Education and Accreditation 

Committee Chair and HKIA Education Development 

& Accreditation Committee Chair

- Ar. LAU Sing Yeung Sunnie, HKIA Board of 

Educational Affairs Chair

- Ar. CHAN Chak Bun, HKIA President

- Dr. WAI Chui Chi Rosman, Canberra Accord 

Chairlady

Canberra Accord General Meeting 2023 Group Photo
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Canberra Accord General Meeting 2023 in progress
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Transitional Arrangement of Recognising  UK Architectural Educational 

Qualifications as Meeting Eligibility Requirement for Taking Professional 

Assessment in Hong Kong

Since 2020, the Commonwealth Institute of Architects (CAA) has removed the United 

Kingdom from the list of recognised programmes, HKIA and ARB started liaising with the 

Architects Registration Board (ARB UK) on a mutual recognition agreement. Before 

reaching an agreement, for the sake of students, HKIA/ARB decided to adopt special 

transitional measures to recognise British architectural education qualifications for their 

graduates to participate in HKIA/ARB professional assessment. This measure has been 

extended to candidates enrolled in UK architecture programmes in the 2023/24 

academic year, and graduates will be deemed to meet the educational qualifications 
required to take HKIA/ARB Professional Assessment.

The delegates visited the Blue HouseThe delegates visited the Tai Kwun
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Professional Assessment (PA)

The Professional Assessment on Papers 3, 4 and 5 was held in March and July 2023.

Papers 3, 4 and 5

ǓMarch batch (1-2 March 2023)

Ǔ June batch (3-4 July 2023)

Candidates Passing Rate

Paper 3: Building Structures 184 71.2%

Paper 4: Building Services and Environmental 

Controls
180 57.78%

Paper 5: Building Materials and Technology 186 50%

Candidates Passing Rate

Paper 3: Building Structures 96 41.67%

Paper 4: Building Services and Environmental 

Controls
117 57.26%

Paper 5: Building Materials and Technology 133 64.66%
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Papers 1, 2, 6, 7 and 8 (13 -16 November 2023)

Subjects Candidates Passing Rate

Paper 1: Statutory Controls in Building Works 319 45.45%

Paper 2: Building Contracts, Professional 

Practice, Professional Conduct, Conditions of 

Agreement & Scale of Charges

235 81.28%

Paper 6: Site Design 244 53.69%

Paper 7: Building Design 233 61.37%

Paper 8: Case Study 196 95.41%
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Paper 3,4 and 5 was held at KITEC on 1-2 March 2024
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Lecture & Seminar Series and Foundation Lectures

8 lectures on Papers 3, 4 and 5 were held between January and February 2023 and 13 

lectures on Papers 1, 2, 6, 7 and 8 were held between April to October 2023.  There 

were 2 Foundation Lectures of Paper 1 held in July to August 2023.
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Professional  Interview  

The Professional Interview were held two times in 2023 with the following details:

Ǔ 30 March 2023: Among 236 candidates who attended the Professional Interview, 187 

candidates passed (including 6 applicants of Non-Local Architectural Professional).

Ǔ 27 September 2023: Among 41 candidates who attended the Professional Interview, 

34 candidates passed.
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The Professional Interview on 30 March 2023 was held at the Nina Hotel in Tsuen Wan West

The Professional Interview on 27 September 2023 was held at the Congregation House in 

Causeway Bay
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Non-Local  Architectural  Professionals  Admission  (NLAP)  2023

Among 5 applications, 4 were accepted and 1 was rejected due to insufficient practical 

experience.

Nomination  of  Advisers  and Office  Supervisors  for  PA 2023

As of 31 October 2023, a total of 419 nominations were received.

Revised  HKIA/ARB  Professional  Assessment  (PA) Handbook

Revised PA handbook with updates on removal of Academic Qualification Review, 

effective from 1 October 2023, candidates whoôve obtained academic qualifications 

recognised by Canberra Accord signatories are no longer required to go through the 

Academic Qualification Review (AQR) as previously required.

Revised PA handbook with updates on the Non-Local Architectural Professional:

Ǔ Application form from Group B applicants shall be duly endorsed by two HKIA 

Fellows as nominators

Ǔ The local practical experience requirement for Group B candidates is reduced from 5 

years to 2 years

Ǔ Revised fee schedule for Non-Local Architectural Professional

Ǔ Revised registration period for Non-Local Architectural Professional

Revised PA handbook with updates on Cut-off date of recognised practical experience.

Amendments of PA handbook were uploaded to HKIA website on 1 October 2023 and 

14 December 2023 respectively.
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HKIA Student  Medal  2023

The following nominations from The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), The 

University of Hong Kong (HKU) and the Hong Kong Chu Hai College for HKIA Student 

Medal 2023 were endorsed. 

Ǔ Hong Kong Chu Hai College: MOK Brian Ying Lim (Master of Architecture, Year 2)

Ǔ The Chinese University of Hong Kong: YEUNG Chun Yin, Andy (Master of 

Architecture, Year 2)

Ǔ The University of Hong Kong: YUNG Sum Yee, Nicole (Master of Architecture, Year 2)

Sponsorship

Ǔ CityU Architecture Graduation Show (HK$2,000) 

Ǔ Chu Hai College CHARCH Graduation Show 2023 (HK$2,500) 

Ǔ HKU Architectural Society Orientation 2023 (ASO23) of Architectural Society 

(HK$2,000) 

Ǔ CUHK Architectural Studies Orientation Camp 2023 (HK$2,000) 

Ǔ HKU Architectural Society, HKUSU Annual High Table Dinner Session 2023-2024 

($2,000)
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Architects  Regional  Council  of  Asia  (ñARCASIAò)

HKIA maintained close relationship with ARCASIA.  ARCASIA organized numbers of 

webinars, workshops and sharing sessions to keep all member countries closely 

connected.

Workshops/webinars with HKIA representatives / HKIA speakers:

Date Workshops/Webinars HKIA Representatives

18 January
ARCASIA Committeesô Roundtable Meeting in 

Kathmandu, Nepal
HS Thomas CHEUNG

16 Feb
ARCASIA OB-Committee Chairs Meeting in 

Boracay, Philippines

HS Thomas CHEUNG

Tony WONG

19 Mar ARCASIA Fellowship Remembrance Event

PP Anna KWONG

PP Edward SHEN

Joseph KWAN

Tony TANG

20 May
ARCASIA Asian Young Architects Webinar 

Series 2023
BEdA Chair Sunnie LAU

Honorary Secretaryôs Report

Board of External Affairs ( BExA)
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Date Workshops/Webinars HKIA Representatives

12 Jun, 27 Jul, 

14 Aug 2023

Committee of Architecture Education (ACAE) 

Roundtable Meeting
Sunnie LAU

15 Aug 
ARCASIA Office Bearer & Committee Chairs 

Meeting
HS Thomas CHEUNG

26 Aug 
Committee on Green & Sustainable 

Architecture (ACGSA) Webinar
Yvonne IEONG
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Nomination  of  Official  Representative  to ARCASIA Committees  2023

# Committees /Fellowship HKIA Official Representatives

1 Committee of Architecture Education (ACAE)
LAU Sing Yeung Sunnie

[Alternate: WAI Chui Chi Rosman]

2 Committee on Professional Practice (ACPP)
CHAN Chung Yee Albert 

[Alternate: YU Franklin]

3 Committee on Social Responsibility (ACSR)

BEH Kiang Hioke (Kentis)

[Alternate: CHOI Kam Lung 

Franky]

4
Committee on Green & Sustainable Architecture 

(ACGSA)

CHEUNG Suet Fai (Rover)

[Alternate: CHAN Suk Fun (Mary)]

5 Committee on Young Architects (ACYA)
FOK Lik Kan Duncan 

[Alternate: KUNG Yick Ho Alvin]

6 Fellowship CHEN Marvin 

ARCASIA 20th Asian  Congress  of  Architects  (ACA20)

Date: 18-23 Sep 2023

Venue: Philippines

A group of 16 members attended the ACA20, with 5 student representatives attended 

Jamboree. Representatives attended Committee, Fellowship and Council meetings, and 

performed in Friendship night session. 
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HKIA Delegation :

# Capacity Name

1 Official Delegate CHAN Chak Bun Benny

2 Official Delegate WAI Mei Wah Joanna

3 ARCASIA Awards for Architecture (AAA) Juror KWAN Kwok Lok Joseph

4 Committee on Social Responsibility (ACSR) Chair
CHEUNG Kong Yeung 

Thomas

5
Committee on Social Responsibility (ACSR) 

Representative
BEH Kiang Hioke Kentis

6
Committee on Social Responsibility (ACSR) 

Alternate Representative
CHOI Kam Lung Franky

7
Committee of Architecture Education (ACAE) 

Representative
LAU Sing Yeung Sunnie

8
Committee on Green & Sustainable Architecture 

(ACGSA) Representative
CHEUNG Suet Fai Rover

9
Committee on Young Architects (ACYA) 

Representative
LAM Joshua Wai Hon

10 Fellowship Representative CHEN Marvin

11
ARCASIA Emergency Architects (AEA) 

Representative
WONG Shou Fat Tony

12
Presentation of Paper, ARCASIA/CAA Committee 

Representative
CHEUNG Kwok Lun Alan

13 ARCASIA/CAA Committee Representative WONG Yu Sang Sunday

14 HKIA Young Member Delegate CHAN Ming Tat Cyrus

15 HKIA Young Member Delegate LEE Ka Chun Ken

16 ARCASIA/CAA Committee Representative TONG Hui Ching 
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Student  Jamboree  Delegates :

# Capacity Student Name Institute

1 Official Delegate LAI Ho Fung HKU

2 Official Delegate TAM Sze Ching CUHK

3 Student Delegate MOK Brian Ying Lim Chu Hai College

4 Student Delegate TAM Chi Wan Cynthia CUHK

5 Student Delegate LAU Chun Yin CUHK
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The potential ARCASIA New Member Maldives was yet submit the application to 

ARCASIA. The corresponding membership application will probably be processed by 

2024 Council meeting.

Resolution result in ARCASIA Council Meeting (20-21 September 2023): 

Ǔ Forum22 in 2024 host country: Sri Lanka (SILA)

Ǔ ACA21 in 2025 host country: South Korea (KIRA)

Ǔ  Election of next term Vice-President: 

            Zone A: Devendra Nath GANGOL (SONA ï Nepal)

            Zone B: Saykham THAMMANOSOUTH (ALACE ï Laos)

            Zone C: Thomas CHEUNG (HKIA ï Hong Kong)

Ǔ  Fellowship Chair: Debatosh SAHU (IIA ï India)
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HKIA Nominated  Students  for  ARCASIA Students  Architectural  Design  Competition  

2023:

# Project Name Student Name Institute

1 The Stalactite

TAM Sze Ching, 

CHONG Wing Yu, 

LAU Chun Yin 

CUHK

2

Transforming Traditions-The Hakka 

Culture Learning Centre, Ha Ling Pei 

Village, Tung Chung, Hong Kong

TAM Chi Wan Cynthia CUHK

HKIA Nominated  Students  for  ARCASIA Thesis  of  the Year 2023:

# Project Name Student Name Institute

1
Hungry Metropolis' - Rethinking the origins 

of food and habits of consumption

CHUNG Wei Ning 

Vanessa
HKU

2
A Portable Casting Machine - in-between 

In-situ & Prefab Casting
LAI Ho Fung HKU

3 Transformation of abandoned war relics MOK Brian Ying Lim
Chu Hai 

College
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ARCASIA Architecture  Asia  (AA)  Magazine  September  Issue  Committee

HKIA rep: Thomas CHUNG

Alternate rep: Joe MA

Architecture  Asia  (AA)  Magazine  Special  Issue  cum  Forum

Date: 16 Sep 2023 

HKIA provided 3 featured project sections and 2 articles.

Projects

1.West Kowloon Development

Ǔ Palace Museum

ǓM+ Museum

Ǔ Xiqu Centre

ǓGrowing Up Pavilion

2.Tai Kwun ï Central Police Station Revitalization Project

3.Play-space in Hong Kong

Articles  

1.Wallace Chang 

2.Marco Siu with his team

ARCASIA Ar. Barry  Will  Award  2023

Award Ceremony: 18 Sep 2023

Winning Project: Darul Qiyam-Flood Resilient Habitat: Empowering Communities

Country of Winnerôs origin: Pakistan

ARCASIA Emergency  Architects  (AEA) Seminars

(1)Theme: Resilient  City

Date: 12 Oct 2023

HKIA Speakers: Tony WONG, 

Yvonne IEONG

No. of participants: 28
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(2)Theme: Resilience  vs Disasters

Date: 13 Oct 2023

HKIA Speakers: Tony WONG

No. of participants: 98
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HKIA HKFYG Design  Charrette  2023

Theme: Disaster  Resilient  Architecture

(1)Seminar

Date: 25 Nov 2023

Participants: Student and General Public

HKIA Speakers: Alan CHEUNG, Ching TONG

(2)Design  Charrette

Date: 9 Dec 2023

Participants: Local Secondary School Students with HKIA volunteers
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ARCASIA Architecture  Asia  (AA)  Magazine  September  Issue  cum  Forum

Date: 10 Dec 2023

Venue: Shenzhen University Yuehai Campus

HKIA Speakers: Wallace CHANG, Freddie HAI, Charles KUNG, Sarah MUI, Marco SIU, 

Evelyn TING
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26 Jan 2023 ï UIA RIV Presidents  6th  Meeting  

HKIA Representatives: President Benny CHAN, BExA Deputy Chair Lawrence LEUNG,

UIA Committee Chair Glory WANG

17 Feb 2023 ï HKIA Women  Architects  Group  Meeting

No. of attendees: 9

27 Feb 2023 ï UIA RIV Presidents  7th  Meeting  

HKIA Representatives: President Benny CHAN, BExA Chair Helen LEUNG

2 Mar 2023 ï UIA Professional  Practice  Commission  Meeting

HKIA Representatives: Albert CHAN

International Union of Architects (ñUIAò)

HKIA and HKIA representatives in UIA Permanent Commissions and UIA Work 

Programme continued to actively participate in UIA meetings, awards and activities in 

2023.

Workshops/webinars with HKIA representatives / HKIA speakers:
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8 Mar 2023 ï International  Womenôs Day Events

Ǔ Sharing on Instagram and Facebook Page, 18 female members joined the sharing 

posts.

Ǔ Pecha Kucha Physical sharing at HKIA Premises, 26 members attended.

UIA Survey  - Diversity,  Equity  and Inclusion  (DEI)

Member section submitted survey result on 31 Jan 2023

UIA Golden  Cubes  Awards  2020-2023

HKIA nomination:

18 Apr  2023 ï UIA International  Competition  Commission  (ICC) 3rd Meeting

HKIA Representatives: Stephen Ho

19 Apr  2023 - UIA WP Heritage  and Cultural  Identity  Meeting

HKIA Representatives:Edward LEUNG 

# Project Category Project Name Entrant

1 School Award
Jockey Club Project Well-being: Place-making 

in Schools

CHANG, Hoi-

wood Howard 

(PolyU College 

of Professional 

and Continuing 

Education)

2 Institution Award Zuni Children Play Theatre ñLai Chi WOW!ò
Zuni 

Icosahedron

3
Audio-visual Media 

Award

Digital Common(s): 

The Role of Digital Gamification Technologies 

in Intergenerational 

Co-design of Public Spaces

Provides NG, 

Yuechun LI, 

Shutong ZHU, 

Binge XU, 

Jeroen van 

AMEIJDE
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Friendly  and Inclusive  Spaces  Awards  2023

Regional RIV Judging HKIA Representative: UIA Committee Chair Glory WANG

20 Apr  2023 ï UIA WP Indigenous  Peoples  Meeting

HKIA Representative: Edward LEUNG

Web Accessibility  Recognition  Scheme  2022-2023

HKIA host website for UIA Work Programme Architecture for All (AfA) Region IV 

awarded Triple Gold Award in Web Accessibility Recognition Scheme 2022-2023.

24 Apr  2023 ï Award  presentation  ceremony

HKIA Representative: UIA WP AfA RIV Director Joseph KWAN, Deputy Director Glory 

WANG

25 Apr  2023 ï UIA Friendly  and Inclusive  Design  ï RIV Jury  Meeting

HKIA Representative:UIA Committee Chair Glory WANG (as Jury panel chair), Joseph 

KWAN

10 May 2023 ï UIA Live  

Webinar

Topic:Design for Climate 

Adaptation and Resilient 

Communities

HKIA speakers: Athena 

CHAU, Edward LEUNG 

(moderator)
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11 May 2023 ï UIA RIV President  Meeting

HKIA Representatives: BExA Chair Helen LEUNG

27 May 2023 ï Women  Architects  Group  Interactive  Talk

Format: Physical

HKIA speakers: Dr. Eunice SENG, Joanlin AU, Florence CHAN, Mike YEUNG 

(moderator)

3-6 Jul  2023 ï UIA World  Congress  2023
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# Capacity Name

1 Official Delegate to General Assembly CHAN Chak Bun Benny

2 Official Delegate to General Assembly LEUNG Hay Lin Helen

3 WP Architecture for All Regional Deputy Director WANG Hiu Ying Glory

4 Speakers of Manifesto CHENG Ka Tung Leroy

5 Speakers of Manifesto SIU Kwan Yeung Marco

6 Speakers of Manifesto LAU Man Kwan Julia

7 Speakers of Manifesto and Presentation of Paper MA Chang Ling Vanessa

8 WP Architecture for All Regional Director KWAN Kwok Lok Joseph

9
WP Educational and Cultural Spaces International 

Co-Director
LEUNG Tak yin Lawrence

10
HKIA Representative in Sustainable Development 

Goals Commission 
CHAN Cho Sing Joel

11
HKIA Representative in International Competition 

Commission 
HO Kin Wai Stephen

12 HKIA Representative in Education Commission LAU Sing Yeung Sunnie

13 Speaker of Professional Practices Commission CHAN Chung Yee Albert

14
HKIA Representative in WP Heritage and Cultural 

Identity and Indigenous Peoples 
LEUNG Yee Wah Edward

15
HKIA Representative in WP Community 

Architecture and Human Rights
IEONG In Leng Yvonne

16

HKIA Representative in Woman in Architecture 

Work Group; speaker of International Competition 

Commission session 

CHAN Chui Yi Corrin

HKIA Delegation : 
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# Capacity Name

17 Speaker at WP Public Space
CHUNG Wang Leung 

Thomas Tommy

18
Keynote Speaker of WP Community Architecture 

and Human Rights Session
FUNG Yin Suen Ada

19
Speaker of WP Heritage and Cultural Identity 

Session
CHAU Kei Yun Athena

20 Speaker of WP Indigenous Peoples Session KIANG Ngai Sze Karen

21
Speaker of WP Educational and Cultural Spaces 

Session
CHAN Chuen Chi Simon

22 Project Team for HKIA Exhibition CHEUNG Kwok Lun Alan

23 Project Team for HKIA Exhibition LAM Ho Wang Owen

24 HKIA Heritage & Conservation Committee Member LEUNG Hing Yee Joan

25 HKIA Heritage & Conservation Committee Member TAM Man Wah Ronald

26 HKIA Heritage & Conservation Committee Member LEUNG Yee Wing Yvonne

27 HKIA Member CHAN Ho Yin Yannis

28 HKIA Member LAW Sin Hang Billy

HKIA Delegation : 

Other  HKIA Reps for  Presentation :

Name Presentation Topic

CHENG Ka Tung Leroy
Our Future Offline Backyards: Recomposing Inclusive 

Communal Spaces away from Virtual Reality
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SIU Kwan Yeung Marco The Great Reset: Rewilding and Urban Wilderness

LAU Man Kwan Julia Make better use of our Urban Roof Tops!

MA Chang Ling Vanessa
Transportation Infrastructure in Yunnan: Repercussions on 

Cultural Diversity

KWAN Kwok Lok Joseph

Inclusive Design Guidelines for Architecture and Urban 

Planning when responding to Natural Disasters and 

emergencies Update on the 2020 AFA guidelines RIV RIII RV

CHAU Kei Yun Athena
A study of impact of climate-responsive design on urban 

renewal in Hong Kong

KIANG Ngai Sze Karen

A School to Learn: Project by Chinese University Archi Dpt in 

2013 to help Yao Ethnic Minorities to build their Village School 

in Guangxi using local material and craftsmanship

HO Kin Wai Stephen
Findings of 2022 HKIA International Forum on Architectural 

Design Competitions

LEUNG Tak Yin Lawrence
Sustainable Development Goals: Equity Education and Quality 

Educational Spaces

WANG Hiu Ying Glory
Presenting Hong Kong aspects regarding architecture for all in 

2023

LEUNG Yee Wah Edward
Presenting Hong Kong aspects regarding heritage and cultural 

identity and indigenous peoples in 2023 

IEONG In Leng Yvonne
Presenting Hong Kong aspects regarding community 

architecture and human rights in 2023

CHAN Chuen Chi Simon
Presenting Hong Kong aspects regarding education and 

cultural space in 2023
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CHAN Chui Yi Corrin
Findings of 2022 HKIA International Forum on Architectural 

Design Competitions

LCHUNG Wang Leung 

Thomas Tommy

Towards regenerative urban-rural commons in Hong Kong: 

From public space and urban revitalization to countryside 

renaissance

CHAN Chung Yee Albert
Presenting Hong Kong aspects regarding architectural 

practices in 2023

FUNG Yin Suen Ada Community Architecture: ñThe Housing Ladderò in Hong Kong

UIA Student Academy Representative: FAN Ka Mak Moses (HKU).

Competition/  Award

UIA Gold  Medal  and Prizes  2023

HKIA nomination: 

Ǔ Joseph KWAN for Vassilis Sgoutas Prize for Implemented Architecture Serving the 

Impoverished

The Development and Construction Division of Housing Department, Project and Design 

Team for the Northwest Kowloon Connectivity Hub ï Public Housing Cluster (Hoi Tat 

Estate, Hoi Ying Estate and Hoi Lok Court) for Patrick Abercrombie Prize for Urban 

Planning and Design.
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World  Architecture  Day 2023

Theme: Architecture for Resilient Communities

Opening  cum  Sharing  Session

Date: 2 Oct 2023

Venue: Tai Kwun

Guest of Honor: Secretary for Housing Winnie HO JP, General of The International 

Union of Architect, Ar. Rui LEAO

Ǔ Launch of HKIA SDG Book with sharing session by editorial team and project 

representatives

Ǔ Post-event sharing by UIA Congress HKIA Delegations

The Hong Kong Institute of Architects ï Annual Report 2023

Honorary Secretaryôs Report



53

Local  Practice  Visits

Date: 13 Oct 2023

Visited Practices: CAN Design Ltd, LWK + PARTNERS (HK) Ltd, NIL Studio Ltd, LAAB 

Architects . Artists . Designers . Makers Ltd, One Bite Design Studio Ltd, Matter Ltd 

No. of participants: 39
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Architectural  Site  Visits

Date: 14, 28 Oct 2023

Visited Projects: AIRSIDE, Cognitio College (Kowloon), 11SKIES, Sunlight Market, 

InnoCell 

No. of participants: 41
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