HKIA / ARB Professional Assessment 
Modification to Paper 7

BUILDING DESIGN, 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS & DOCUMENTATION
1.0
The Background
· Paper 6 (Site Design) and Paper 7 (Building Design, Construction Details & Documentation) are the last 2 papers of the series of written Professional Assessment papers (Paper 1 to 7) held at the end of each year. 

· It was well established that Paper 6 and Paper 7 share the same Subject Panel members, so that the 2 papers are well co-ordinated for its paper format, subject content and assessment criteria. With its operation and nature of assessment, these 2 papers are often perceived to be under the umbrella of ‘Design Assessment Paper’.

· Paper 6 (Site Design) is a 4 hour paper. Paper 7 was originally a 7.5 hour paper on Building Design, and was later extended into a 10 hour (9:00am – 7:00pm) paper on Building Design, Construction Details & Documentation in 2002 as directed by Council.
· In the extended 10 hour paper, Question 2 is added as to examine the capability of the candidates on the formulation of construction drawing package and construction details. It constitutes 20 marks out of the overall 100 marks. Candidates may still get a pass even if he/she did not attempt this Question. 

In the past, the Question 2 is set in the manner that it is based on an element in the building design developed by each candidates in Question 1, such as a typical guest room, a typical unit of a dorm, or a toilet. As such, the question and answer differ with the design of different candidates, and the candidates can only attempt this question after they have developed Question 1.
Last year, a new approach was formulated for Question 2. It was a separate exercise independent from Question 1. A set of drawings of a small Guard House was given to all candidates, based on which the candidates had to prepare schedules, outline specifications and details. This approach was considered by the assessors an improvement (refer to the Examiners Report) due to the following factors:

· it provides a clear reference line for the assessment of all papers, 

· the candidates can manage their time more flexibly – they can choose to attempt Question 2 first (the technical part) and leave the remaining time to the Question 1 (the design part).
2.0
The Feedback & Concerns
· Each year, the Institute tries to solicit feedbacks from candidates after the Professional Assessment was concluded. There have been consistent ‘complaints’ on the ‘excessive’ 10 hour duration for Paper 7 which is considered to pose excessive psychological and physical stress to the candidates. Candidates have been observed to rarely take meals, snacks or even drinks within this period despite the provision of light snacks and drinks within the venue. The strain and physical demand are considered unwarranted and there could be room for improvement.
· From the assessment in the past years, there is a consistent phenomenon that the candidates spend little time on Question 2, a considerable percentage (over 30%) of the papers on this question are only partly completed. It is believed to be due to the following factors:
· unsatisfactory time management – due to the special nature of design, the candidates (like many architects) tend to spend most of the time on the building design (Question 1), leaving little time on the construction details and documentation (Question 2);
· examination strategy – the candidates are tempted to put most of the time on the question with dominant marks;

· capability of candidates – most candidates are relatively weak on Question 2.

3.0 The Proposed Improvement
The issue was studied and debated by the newly formed subject panel (consisting of 6 old members and 2 new members) in last 2 months. While noting the improvement made last year on Question 2, the following further improvement is unanimously agreed and proposed for consideration by the PAC :
· With the successful approach of Question 2 of Paper 7 last year, the 2 questions of the Paper are now independent. It is proposed to split the Paper 7 into 2 separate 
sub – papers, with separate examination sessions for each sub-paper.
· 7a - Construction Details & Documentation; 
· 7b - Building Design, 

· It is believed to have the following merits :

· ensure the candidates have a focused attempt on both question 1 and 2;

· splitting the 10 hour duration of Paper 7, which is a constant source of complaint, is considered by the subject panel a more humane approach, and administratively feasible, while constituting no change in the scope of examination of the Paper.
4.0 The Detailed Arrangement of the Proposal
Paper 6

· The Paper 6 (Site Design), a 4 hour paper, would be held in the morning of the second last day of the examination week (9:00am - 1:00pm);

Paper 7

· The Paper 7a (Construction Details & Documentation), a 2.0 hour paper, would be held in the afternoon of that day. In view of the time for questioning at the start and collection of paper at the end, Paper 7a can only start at 4:00pm (4:00 - 6:00pm).

· The Paper 7b (Building Design), a 8.0 hour paper, would be held on the last day of the examination week (9:00am - 5:00pm).
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