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Cafés and Teahouses

Alex Lui
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If ‘collective memory’ is considered an important factor in preserving man’s heritage,
‘Hong Kong cafés and teahouses’ would rank highly on the list. They exist in every
neighborhood of our city and have grown and evolved as our lives have changed over
the last half a century. These places intertwine into the daily lives of so many people,
that they surely occupy a unique place in the local culture. They are very affordable and
have become not only attractive eating places, but also venues for socializing with
friends, conducting various informal business activities, reading or just gossiping and
spending time. The interior décor and ambience, the noise, the crowd and the Hong
Kong style dim sums, Chinese tea in teahouses or the milk tea, egg tarts and bolo butter
buns in local cafés are very memorable. Although, most of these places may not
represent outstanding value in physical design, they do represent a significant way of
life and a unique cultural tradition in Hong Kong.
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“From Slocan to Hong Kong -
An Architect’s Journey”
by James H. Kinoshita

Chan Lai Kiu

ﬁ HKIA Journal

Itis my pleasure to share here Mr. Kinoshita’s
autobiography, “From Slocan to Hong Kong -
An Architect’s Journey”, which was published
in 2005. The book is not available for sale in
Hong Kong, but Mr. Kinoshita has kindly
given a copy to HKIA, and subsequently
some more copies to Hong Kong Architecture
Centre for sale as a donation. Even if one
does not have time to read through the whole
book, it is still more than worthwhile to have a
quick browse of the old pictures to see the
young handsome Mr. Kinoshita and his
family members!

Mr. Kinoshita has always been someone
special to me. Not only was he my boss for a
very brief period before he retired from P&T
in 1988, he was also one of the jurors who
gave a 2003 HKIA award to the Sheraton
hotel in Suzhou which | worked on for P&T.
More importantly, he is also the architect |
admired most here in Hong Kong. | always
feel a strong affection towards him as if he is
a “grandpa” who has left behind plenty of
legacies. Indeed, there were still quite a few
stories from old colleagues about Mr. Kinoshita’s
virtues, many years after he left the company.
After reading his book, | now also know why
his name had appeared so familiar to me
even before | joined the company. He was the
donor of the first award in my architectural
life - a book prize for coming first in class in
Year One at HKU. It is a shame that the book
was never returned after lending to a
classmate, and his name was, unfortunately,
lost in my memory’s black hole together with
quite a few other items of university life!

One would expect the life story of an architect
to be full of fascinating building stories,
especially that of a master who has built
major landmarks in Hong Kong. Not only did



that turn out to be the case here, apart from his stories of architectural
ventures and successes, tales from his earlier years in Canada and
his family history were also very interesting. Before starting his
architectural career and settling in big cities, Mr. Kinoshita and his
family suffered much as ethnic Japanese living in Canada during the
second world war and were held in an internment camp in the interior
of British Columbia, after eight years of an affluent childhood in
Vancouver. Despite the hardship in an almost unlivable condition, his
optimistic character soon led him to immerse himself in the nature of
Slocan. He very much enjoyed being a country boy picking berries
and mushrooms in the wild, fishing trout in lakes and even having
adventurous encounter with bears. He has even once worked in the
forest as a logger cutting trees to support his own study.

With a scholarship from his success in Manitoba, he entered MIT for
his postgraduate studies. What brought him to Hong Kong - a place
he did not believe he could do good architecture - was his attractive
interior designer girl friend, Lana who later became his wife. After
meeting in Manitoba, they spent three years apart, but he kept his
promise and came all the way to this unknown part of the world to ask
for her hand. The belief that love conquers all is surely hard to find in
this day and age, and this early testimony also paved the way for
their subsequent successful marriage and their happy family life with
a son and three daughters, two of whom have taken career paths in
their parents’ footsteps.

His story in Palmer and Turner (now P&T) began with his brave
attempt to ask for a job from the long-gone founders, Mr. Palmer and
Mr. Turner in 1961. With his experience in hotel development in the
United States, he had no difficulty in getting a position in the firm
which had just taken on a 1000-room hotel project - the Hilton at the
current Cheng Kong Centre site. The hotel was completed in a
record-breaking time of two years from scratch to opening. With the
fast redevelopment cycle of Hong Kong, though, it did not last till its
first Jubilee. With ambitious partners he brought in, he could not
extend his career in the firm beyond the traditional retiring age of 55,
a very young age by architects’ standard (Philip Johnson worked till
99, while Oscar Niemeyer at 102, I.M. Pei at 92, Cesar Pelli at 83 and
Frank Gehry at 80, are all around and some are still active and
practicing).

His 28 years in Palmer and Turner were very fruitful. It only took 2
years for him to prove his ability and was offered a partnership in the

company. After a brief struggle, he decided to take the challenge and
settled in Hong Kong, where Lana preferred to his home countries.
Under his and his partners’ direction, the firm grew almost four times
in size, branched into major cities in the region and completed a lot of
important projects in Hong Kong and oversea. The AIA Building, the
Landmark, Sui Wo Court, May Tower and Exchange Square, were
among those which won the highest architectural awards in Hong
Kong for the firm. The Connaught Centre (the current Jardine House),
with structurally logical round windows inspired by his wife, not only
was the tallest building in Asia at the time of completion. It also
started an extensive system of elevated walkways in Central, with its
first bridge connecting to Swire House. Jinling Hotel in Nanjing, the
highest hotel in China since the communist revolution, led the firm
ahead of its competitors in the subsequently thriving PRC market.
The Bali Hyatt Hotel, in traditional Indonesian architecture style,
became a model for other resort hotels and has nurtured renowned
indigenous style hotel architect, Mr. Kerry Hill who used to work for
P&T before he started his own practice. According to the book, it was
also P&T that came up with the innovative idea of solving the Hong
Kong Mid-Levels traffic problems with a series of escalators!

Since the early 1960s, he has actively served in the Hong Kong
Institute of Architects and finally took up the presidency in 1986
before he retired from P&T. Not long after his retirement, he was
asked by his client-friend, Mr. S.P. Tao to help with his developments
in various exotic locations and finally teamed up with him as a
development consultant till 2003. It was, however, not all smooth
sailing, as he also experienced the agony caused by the court case
with Bank of East Asia, on the falling stone cladding from its
headquarters building.

Today, as he stated in the book, Mr. Kinoshita is absorbed in his family
life and travel plans. Depending on the season, he would stay in
different parts of the world to be with his children and their families. As
a final note, he shared his joy on what it was like to be an architect at
the height of Hong Kong building boom, and is grateful towards
having the opportunities to contribute to the city skyline.

Throughout his works, we can always find clear concepts encapsulated
in powerful forms well integrated with its structures - a simplicity and
modernity that stands the test of time. But apart from his works, his
virtues and his contributions to the community also stood out to move
us and win our respect.
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Book Review for

A Personal Journey Through Sketching,

The Sketcher’s Art

Edward Shen

I must say | was indeed a bit wary when Errol suddenly
dropped on me the invitation to do a Book Review for his
gleaming white-cover publication “A Personal Journey
Through Sketching, The Sketcher’s Art". After all my only
calling in life up to now is architecture have never had the
honor of an assignment that carries such a high literary connotation.

The part that | shared a common background with Errol was |
also started drawing things from a young age. | grew up in the
period of the 1950s and 60s, a time when we kids played with
toys we improvised ourselves. To pick up a pencil to draw is
also one of a few inexpensive options of pastime if you have
the skill and talent to match. Needless to say, before we could
become architects, we were put through further training in
sketching in architectural schools, at least such was the
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scenario in my time. On came the Digital Technology Age and
this has all changed. Sketching has become a bit of a “Lost Art”
that professional colleagues of ours who still hold on to such
talents are shy to manifest their skills in fear of being branded
as of an out-dated generation.

Errol's book should be delightful to read for all; for those that
cannot sketch and those that share similar skills; for those that
only wish to admire Errol's work of art as well as those who
have time to read the stories that come with the sketches and
share Errol's thoughts and mind.

For as long as | knew Errol, and certainly equally obvious from
this book, that he has excellent gifted eyes and skillful hands.
In the book, for those not proficient in such skills, Errol gave a



simple step by step procedure as to how to learn to master this
skill. He did this by giving a detail account of his own mental
exercise in the execution of each sketch. For those already
proficient in such skills, they should be able to read more into
Errol's sketches and pick up the varying “moods” and “spatial
qualities” that are certainly unique to the author’s personal
perception and interpretation of the subject matter. | particularly
took pleasure in reading through the many little true—to-life
episodes Errol experienced in the realization of each sketch.
Since the subjects and locations of most of the sketches in the
book are familiar to me as a reader, it is truly enlightening to
the senses to revisit these places and their unique features in
time and space only this time through the eyes and hands of
the author. The occasional pleasant surprise came from
seeing places in the book that | have always wanted to explore
and document up close but never in my lifetime up to now got

around to doing so, the excitement from the visualized form
complete with intricate detailing is truly rewarding.

The book is easy and pleasurable to read but one question left
unanswered. | have been to long-haul trips (or Errol wishes to
call them “tour groups”) with Errol on more than one occasion
and | was certain | saw him with his sketch book all the time.
None of those sketches appeared in this book which makes
me suspect that Errol might surprise us with his Sketch Book Il
sometime in the future.

| certainly look forward to that.

Visit Errol's Blog at: http://sketchingjourney.wordpress.com/

Edward Shen is a registered architect in Hong Kong and Ontario,
Canada, and with over 30 years of experience in the construction
industry including property development and project management.

Mr Shen is presently serving on various government committees
related to the construction industry, sitting as independent
non-executive director on a public listed company, and acting as
arbitrator in construction dispute cases.
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