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The Hong Kong Institute of Architects 
Second Quarterly General Meeting 

President's Report 

Dear Members, 

2018 is almost half way through. 

While Hong Kong was hit by a prolonged heatwave, there had been a lot of hot and sizzling events 
and activities taking place in the second quarter, which brought me to various new frontiers, both 
local and overseas, to advance the objects of the Institute and to promote the capabilities of Hong 
Kong professionals.  

Promoting Architectural Excellence 

Venice Biennale 2018 
After 9 months hard work and intensive preparation, the Hong Kong Exhibition at the 16th Venice 
Biennale International Architecture Exhibition (VB2018) finally kicked off in Venice on 25 May. 

With more than 120 years of history, the Venice Biennale is certainly regarded as one of the top 
international exhibition of art and architecture. 

It is the seventh time for the Institute and the Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC) to 
jointly organise the Hong Kong Exhibition at Venice. Surpassing the past editions of Hong Kong 
Exhibition, we have the largest group of exhibitors, as well as the exhibits, this year. 

Echoing the theme “Free Space” set by VB 2018, our exhibition title is “Vertical Fabric: density in 
landscape”, featuring 111 different tower-form installations by 94 architects/ architectural designers 
from Hong Kong and other cities. With rows of monolithic tower models lining along the venue’s 
courtyard and extending into exhibition rooms in Venice, the effect was stunning and fascinating. 
This compactness, yet with diverse individual varieties, not only captured the unique condition of 
high-density urban environment in Hong Kong, but also explored the notion of “Free Space” 
between the controlled vertical towers. 

Prior to the opening of the exhibition to public, we had a few signature events to start off. Two forums 
were respectively held on 24 and 25 May. The first Exhibitors Forum provided the opportunities for 
the exhibitors to present their manifestos and to engage in roundtable dialogue and debates on the 
high density living environment agenda. The other Forum explored the remarkable development 
opportunities under the latest Belt and Road Initiative by China. It was of great significance as 
Venice was once the most famous destination city in the ancient Silk Road Route. Each of the 
Forums attracted more than 60 visitors to attend. 

The main course amongst all events was of course the Grand Opening on 25 May. There were more 
than 100 people joining us to celebrate; including our guests of honour Mr. Li Ruiyu, Ambassador of 
the People’s Republic of China to Italy and Ms. Shirley Lam, Special Representative for Hong Kong 
Economic & Trade Affairs to the European Union to officiate at the Opening and other notable 
guests include Ms. Caroline Cheng, Council member of HKADC, Ms. Winsome Chow, Chief 
Executive of HKADC and Ms. Deland Leong Wai Man, Vice President of Cultural Affairs Bureau of 
Macau SARG.  

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the VB Steering Committee, especially Co Chairs Mr. 
Bernard LIM and Ms. Alice YEUNG, and the curatorial team led by the Chief Curator Prof Wang 
Weijen, Co-curators Mr. Thomas Chung and Mr. Thomas Tsang and the Managing Curator of the 
Hong Kong Exhibition, Ms. Grace Cheng. 

The VB 2018 exhibition will last for 6 months and ends on 25 Nov 2018. You are most welcome to 
include it as one of your must-go destinations of the year. 
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If you wish to know more about the details, please visit the Event website: 
www.2018.vbexhibitions.hk or Event Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/VABHK 
 
CreateHK Outreach Visit to Dubai  
Create Smart Initiative (CSI), the government initiative under CreateHK to support the development 
and the promotion of creative industry in Hong Kong, organized a delegation visit to Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi during 2-6 June 2018, with a view to helping young Hong Kong architects and interior 
designers to explore overseas business opportunities. I was invited by CSI in the capacity of HKIA 
President together with HKIA members Mr. James Law and Mr. Steve Leung as the leaders of the 
delegation, which includes 17 young architects and designers.  Apart from visits to local landmark 
projects, architect’s office and media agency, the young architects and designers all had 
opportunities to share their experiences with the local audience in Dubai and to present the edge of 
Hong Kong. 
 
Communication with the Mainland 
 
Qianhai Design Competition  
Thanks to the sponsor Qianhai Administration Authority, Jury session of Qianhai Design 
Competition was smoothly concluded on 13 May, 2018 with 29 entries participating in this 
competition. Apart from myself, we are honored to have renowned architects from both Mainland 
and Hong Kong as the jurors, namely 中國建築學會常務理事孟建民建築師， 深圳華森建築與工程
設計顧問有限公司總建築師王曉東先生， SED新西林景觀總經理兼首席設計總監黃劍峰先生，HKIA 
IPP Vincent NG, Professor Weijen WANG and Mr. Rocco YIM. The award presentation ceremony 
cum exhibition showcasing the work of the winners will be held in the afternoon of 30 June, 2018 at 
PMQ. Please stay tuned with us for more details of the ceremony and exhibition. 
 
Wenchuan Visit and Hong Kong-Sichuan Cooperation Conference 
To mark the 10th Anniversary of the Earthquake in Wenchuan, for which HKIA had participated in 
the post-earthquake reconstruction support work, I was invited to join a 120-people delegation led 
by the Honourable Carrie LAM CHENG Yuet-ngor, Chief Executive, Hong Kong SAR, to attend the 
High-Level Meeting cum First Plenary of the Hong Kong-Sichuan Co-operation Conference from 10 
to 12 May, 2018 and a series of sharing events about Hong Kong's post-earthquake reconstruction 
support work. The delegation comprised a large number of members including government officials, 
six members of the Executive Council, representatives from various organisations that participated 
in reconstruction support work, leaders of business chambers and people from creative industries. 
In addition, the Hong Kong Sichuan Cooperation Conference I attended, as expressed by CE, would 
focus on enhancing cooperation in three directions, namely to contribute together to the Belt and 
Road initiative; to leverage the development opportunities in innovation and entrepreneurship; and 
to foster people-to-people bonds. 
 
Communications with the Local Communities 
 
April and May are busy months and I, on behalf of HKIA, participated in a number of communication 
events and activities as follows: 
  

Date  Organiser Events / Activities 
7 April, 2018   The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers “Smart Tomorrow, Engineers’ Motto” 

Programme Opening Ceremony 
16 April, 2018 The University of Hong Kong External Committee Member of 

Faculty KE Award Selection 

24 April, 2018 Construction Industry Council and 
Development Bureau 

24th Considerate Contractors Site 
Award Scheme (CCSAS) in 2017 
Judging Panel for Public Works Sites 

7 May, 2018 The Institution of Fire Engineers Opening Ceremony of Fire Asia 2018 
8 May, 2018 The Hong Kong Institution of 

Engineers –Building Division 
Annual Dinner 2018 

16 May, 2018 WilkinsonEyre Opening of An Exhibition of the work 

http://www.2018.vbexhibitions.hk/
http://www.facebook.com/VABHK
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of WilkinsonEyre 
16 May, 2018 Construction Industry Council Construction Industry Leaders Forum 
28 May, 2018 Architecture Design and Research 

Group Ltd 
Prize Award Ceremony of the Wan 
Chai CGS Design Competition 

29 May, 2018 Construction Industry Council and 
Development Bureau 

Officiating guest of the 24th 
Considerate Contractors Site Award 
Presentation Ceremony (CCSAS)  

 
Joint Institutes Members’ Forum on Land Supply 
The issue of land supply has become a talk of the town recently and our professional voice to the 
issue in question is essential. The four institutes, ie. HKIA, HKILA, HKIP and HKIS, in collaboration 
with our functional constituency Legislative Councilor The Hon Tony Tse, organized a Joint Institutes 
forum on 29 May, 2018 at People Congregation Church, Causeway Bay. Mr. Stanley Wong Yuen Fai, 
Chairman of the Taskforce of Land Supply, as well as 6 other Taskforce members, attended the 
forum to speak and to exchange views on this issue. The response was overwhelming with more 
than 160 members participated in this event.  
 
Accreditation and Architectural Education 
 
Canberra Accord Interim Meeting in London  
HKIA was invited in the capacity of provisional member to attend the Canberra Accord Interim 
meeting held on 22 May 2018 in London. The purpose of this meeting was to endorse the review 
teams’ visiting reports in previous review visits to full signatories as well as provisional members 
including HKIA, and to update each other’s current accreditation system. Board of Educational 
Affairs Chair, Ms So Ching, ARB Education & Accreditation Committee Chair Dr. Rosman Wai and I 
attended the meeting at which we presented the updated HKIA/ARB accreditation status in Hong 
Kong. 
 
It is with great pleasure that we have just received the formal notification from the Canberra Accord 
Secretary that HKIA is accepted as a full signatory of the Canberra Accord for a period of 6 years 
effective from 1 January 2018.  This means that Canberra Accord Signatories accept the 
architectural education programmes accredited through HKIA accreditation/validation system are 
substantially equivalent to theirs.  Being the smallest system in the Signatories and run by a 
professional institute rather than by national organizations as in all other countries, this admission 
serves as a huge recognition of the commitments of our members and the high standards of HKIA 
administration. I would also like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all those members as well as 
the secretariat for your devotion and contributions over the past 6 years to make it possible. 
  
Meeting with CUHK Visiting Committee 
CUHK extended an invitation to HKIA for our views on the school’s capacity, commitment and 
competence in supporting high-quality research and professional education, with recommendations 
for future developments. Board of Educational Affairs Deputy Chair Ms. Jane AuYeung and I met 
with their visiting committee members on 31 May, 2018 discussing the said issues. The visitors 
included Professor David Dernie (former Pro-Vice Chancellor and Dean of Faculty of Architecture 
and Built Environment, University of Westminster) and Professor Li Zhen yu (Dean of College of 
Architecture and Urban Planning, Tonji University). 
 
Communication within Institute 
  
HKIA sports and Family Day 2018  
The HKIA Sports and Family Day 2018 was successfully held in the afternoon of 28 April, 2018 at 
Stanley Ho Sports Centre, the University of Hong Kong. More than 200 members with their family 
participated in this sports gala and took part in various races. We were honored to have Dr. Trisha 
Leahy, Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Sports Institute, to officiate at this event with a short 
speech. Although I was not an athlete and did not participate in the races, I was still able to join the 
tug-of-war game and we HKIA team finally won the game. I had to say this was a day filled with fun 
and laughter. 
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RSCP Basketball Tournament 
HKIA is the organizer for the RSCP Basketball Tournament this year. Final games of the 
Tournament were held on 22 April, 2018 at Kowloon bay Sports Centre. I attended the session as 
the Guest of Honor and witnessed the spirited games put up by HKIA team.  While HKIA team got 
the fourth place, special congratulations must go to our member Colin Fan, who bagged two 
individual players awards in the Tournament.  
 
 
 
Thanks again for your staunch support to HKIA 
  
  
  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Marvin CHEN, FHKIA, Registered Architect  
President   
 


